MANCHESTER'S GREAT OUTDOORS

“Gorse Covert has been transformed from a wooded
dumping area to a much looked after local oasis of trees
and thanks for your input.....it is now an area to be visited
and enjoyed.” — Barny Beswick, Wythenshawe Waste
Warriors

Background Wythenshawe,
Manchester

City of Trees aims to turn the future of several areas of woodland
in the heart of Wythenshawe around. Originally designed as a
garden city in the 1920s, the project looks to reinstate this idea of
Wythenshawe through engaging the local community with the

green spaces and local history on their doorsteps. Recreation
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Project

Following the success of the pilot scheme in Gorse Covert, with

funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and by engaging with £££

partners such as local schools, Back on Track (an organisation

working with disadvantaged adults), Styal Prison, Wythenshawe

History Group and Wythenshawe Waste Warriors, City of Trees is

cleaning up, making safer and improving the wildlife of Sandilands

Wood, The Brundrit, Ash Wood, Park Wood and Big Wood. 2018 -
2020
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MANCHESTER'S GREAT OUTDOORS

A Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy for Manchester

Growing Manchester

“Supporting groups from across Manchester to set
up food growing projects and achieve our shared
ambition to live sustainably’ son Ross - Sow the City Director
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A Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy for Manchester

Heaton Park: TreeTop Trek and Nets

“My two daughters age 8 and 11 absolutely loves the Zip
Trek they were absolutely thrilled that they had done it

and had a wonderful time zipping through the trees”
— User of TreeTop Trek
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A Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy for Manchester

Manchester Festival of Nature

“It is about getting people to recognise and appreciate the wildlife
we have in and around Manchester. Getting out into wild places
(and there are many in and around the city) is a great way to learn
about the nature on our doorstep and benefit our health and well-
bein g 7 — Alan Wright (The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and Northern Merseyside)
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MANCHESTER'S GREAT OUTDOORS

“Wythenshawe Park is such a beautiful place that holds many fond
memories of childhood and people have grown up attending the
park with family throughout. It would be great to see it being used
more and more activities or events happening that bring the

community together.” wythenshawe Park User

Background

Wythenshawe Hall was originally the Tatton family’s home. But in 1830, a
number of fields around the Hall were opened out to create an area of
parkland. The Hall and parkland were then bought in 1926 by Lord and Lady
Simon during the time when Manchester City Council were developing
Wythenshawe as ‘The Garden City’.

Now Manchester City Council recognises Wythenshawe Park and Hall as a
major historic and cultural asset, both in providing accessible green space and
activities for communities, and in its potential to become a significant visitor
attraction which would support the economic growth and employment
opportunities in Wythenshawe and South Manchester. To support this process,
a 10-year strategic plan for the park and hall has been developed in
partnership with stakeholders, park users and the wider community.

B

Project

The Manchester Park Strategy recognises the value and importance of its
parks to communities. One of the challenges facing parks is that they are
not a statutory service. The approach to the development of a ten year
plan was to create a high quality park for the benefit of its community and
visitors. Exploring opportunities for closing the gap between income and
expenditure and ensuring the park’s long-term sustainability, the plan is
based around five key themes: Heritage, Community & People Sports,
Health & Wellbeing, Horticulture, Wildlife & Greenspace and Pleasure &
Fun.

Wythenshawe,
Manchester
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Outcomes

The ten year strategy has resulted in a shared vision for the park which will enable stakeholders,
partners, park users and the community to work together to deliver positive change. It will act as a
route forward and support the next stages of the project including further feasibility work and
applications for funding. The implementation of the ten year plan should ensure that Wythenshawe
Park and Hall is:

A park its community can be proud of;
A vibrant, cohesive destination with a clear purpose and identity;

A positive resource for Wythenshawe — inclusive use for local and distance visitors alike —
promoting South Manchester and catalysing growth;

Well used and its assets meet their potential;
Income generating with re-investment for continued improvement and sustainability.

Learning

Key to the success of the future of Wythenshawe Park and Hall will be the user groups that make the
park such a vibrant place. A number of these groups and people have become disengaged, and one of
the challenges of the project has been bringing them back together and helping them to understand the
realities and frustrations of delivering significant change; the park’s user groups are now leading a
funding application to support the development and implementation of a new governance structure for
the park, which will support the delivery of the ten year plan in partnership with Manchester City
Council.

Future

Moving forward with the delivery of the ten year plan will include:
Further feasibility and business planning
Engagement with the community’s specifically hard to reach groups
Improved coordination of park’s user groups and volunteers
Strategic funding applications

For further information
Email Kylie Ward on k.ward@Manchester.gov.uk




